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Phosphate Requirements of Rice in 
the Ord River Valley 
By P. J. VAN RUN* and A. L. CHAPMAN* 
A three-year experiment on the initial and maintenance phos-
phate requirements of wet-season rice was carried out at 
Kimberley Research Station between 1960 and 1963. Applica-
tion of 2 cwt. per acre superphosphate as the first application 
on new land, followed by annual application of 1J cwt. per 
acre is recommended. 
ON the Kununurra clay soil of the Ord River valley, phosphate ferti l iser is required for 
all crops. 
For rice, early experiments showed the 
need for approximately 2 cwt. per acre 
superphosphate as the initial application 
on new land (Langfield 1961), but the 
amount required annually to maintain the 
yield of subsequent rice crops was not 
known. In 1960-63, a three-year experi-
ment was carried out at Kimberley 
Research Station to determine more pre-
cisely the initial phosphate requirement 
and also to establish the annual mainten-
ance application for wet-season rice. 
Methods 
The variety used was Meli No. 2, grown 
from November to May each year. During 
the intervening dry seasons the land was 
maintained as a clean fallow. In the first 
season on new land superphosphate was 
applied at the rates of 0, 2, 4, and 8 cwt. 
per acre. In the second season, the residual 
value of these applications was compared 
with fresh applications of 0, 1, 2, and 4 
cwt. per acre on new land. In order to 
determine subsequent annual require-
ments, i, 1, and 2 cwt. per acre were super-
imposed on initial applications of 2 and 
4 cwt. per acre. In the third season pre-
viously applied dosages were compared 
with i, 1, and 2 cwt. per acre and to obtain 
further information in maintaining a given 
* Divisicn of Land Research and Regional Survey CSIRO, Kimberley Research Station, Kununurra 
yield, i , 1, and 2 cwt. per acre were super-
imposed on earlier applied dosages of the 
previous two seasons. In addition to the 
various phosphate applications, each crop 
received 2 cwt. per acre ammonium 
sulphate. 
The design used was a partially balanced 
scheme with four replications. Each plot 
was 70 ft. x 14 ft. sown, fertilised and 
harvested mechanically. 
Response on New Land 
From the results it has been possible to 
construct a yield response curve to appli-
cations of superphosphate on new land 
(Fig. 1). 
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Fig. 1.—Respcnse of rice to superphosphate on new land. 
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At least i cwt. per acre is required to 
establish the crop. The yield rises sharply 
as the application is increased to 2 cwt. 
per acre, but at this level yield is over 95 
per cent, of the maximum, and heavier 
dressings give little further response. 
Response to Maintenance Applications 
Using this value, it is possible to predict 
approximately the expected average yield 
of successive rice crops receiving different 
applications of superphosphate. Beginning 
with an initial dressing on new land of 















At present prices for rice and superphos-
phate, 1£ cwt. per acre each year is the 
most economical level. These yields were 
obtained with Meli No. 2, the standard 
variety at the start of the trial. It has 
since been replaced by Sircna, a variety 
of higher yield and quality. 
It is probably safe to assume that these 
results would apply also to a cropping 
system of continued dry-season rice. How-
ever, it is not known at present to 
what degree the results are applicable to 
irrigated crops grown on the Ord River 
under non-flooded conditions—cotton, 
safflower, or linseed. A similar experiment 
with cotton is due to begin in 1963-64. 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
The assistance of Mr. G. A. Mclntyre, 
Division of Mathematical Statistics, 
C.S.I.R.O., in the interpretation of the field 
data is gratefully acknowledged. Thanks 
are due to Mr. L. Arends, Technical 
Assistant, for field assistance. 
- a s s s ^ 
NOW 
GET EXACTLY 
WHAT YOU WANT 




The low cost of Bouchers steel frame farm 
buildings will surprise you. Standard com-
ponents keep costs' down and allow you to 
extend your building at will. Write today 
to Bouchers for more information on 
Machinery, Hay and Shearing Sheds. 
REFERENCES 
Langfield, E. C. B. (1961).—Rice growing 
in the Ord River valley. J. Dept. Agric. 
W. Aust. (4) 2: 629-37. 
I N D U S T R I E S L T D . 
P H O N E 2 4 1 0 4 1 
Scarborough Beach Rd., Osborne Park 
46 
Journal of Agriculture Vol 5 No 1 1964
SERVICE AND SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
J^>impSon 
AMPLE PARKING 
^jrull IKanae of- \ajuautu [^roducti 
PARK AND SHOP AT PARRYS 
ENQUIRY COUPON Write to us for any information you would like on 
prices and terms and you will have a reply by return mail. 
I would like details of 
Sutherland Street 
Partes DEPT. STORE WEST PERTH ««a»iwM« •«««•• 
Pleas* m«ntion the "Journal of Agriculture of W.A.." when writing to advertiser! 
Journal of Agriculture Vol 5 No 1 1964
Get maximum mileage 
from your truck, utility and 
tractor tyres 
Benefit from Beaurepaire's 41 years experience. Re-caps? Fit genuine 
Beaurecaps with H.A.B. (High Abrasive Black) for strong grip, long wear. 
Repairs? Beaurepaire's repairs are prompt, reliable. New Tyres? Beaurepaire's 
stock Olympic tyres, toughest in the business (Olympic Batteries too!). Beaure-
paire's offer "On-the-farm" service, also. 
DO BUSINESS WITH 
Branches throughout — 
VICTORIA, NEW SOUTH WALES, QUEENSLAND, 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA, WESTERN AUSTRALIA, 
TASMANIA 




Picasc mention the "Journal o' Agriculture of W.A.," when writ ing to advertisers 
Journal of Agriculture Vol 5 No 1 1964
